Amendment Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 Attorney Docket No.: Q63782 

U.S. Application No.: 09/820,970 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (currently amended): A laser oscillator comprising: 

laser oscillation means for employing a discharge to excite a laser and to generate a laser 
beam, wherein the laser oscillation means comprises at least a discharge electrode including an 
electrode tube and an insulator; 

a box for storing said laser oscillation means; and 

an optical catalyst layer formed on the inner wall of said box, at a location where 
ultraviolet rays generated by said discharge are exposed , for absorbing said ultraviolet rays . 

2. (currently amended): A laser oscillator comprising; 

laser oscillation means for employing a discharge to excite a laser gas and to generate a 
laser beam; 

a box for storing said laser oscillation means; and 

a plate member provided at an inner wall of said box, at a location where ultraviolet rays 
generated by said discharge are exposed, and on which an optical catalyst layer is formed , for 
absorbing said ultraviolet rays . 
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3. (canceled). 

4. (Previously Presented) A laser oscillator comprising: 

laser oscillation means for employing a discharge to excite a laser gas and to generate a 
laser beam; 

a box for storing said laser oscillation means; and 

a graphitized layer formed on the inner wall of said box at a location where ultraviolet 
rays generated by said discharge are exposed. 

5. (Previously Presented) A laser oscillator comprising: 

laser oscillation means for employing a discharge to excite a laser gas and to generate a 
laser beam; 

a box for storing said laser oscillation means; and 

a plate member provided at an inner wall of said box, at a location where ultraviolet rays 
generated by said discharge are exposed, and on which a graphitized layer is formed. 

6. (Original) A laser oscillator according to claim 4 or 5, wherein said graphitized layer 
absorbs ultraviolet rays. 
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7. (Previously Presented) A laser oscillator comprising: 

laser oscillation means for employing a discharge by a pair of discharge electrodes that 
face each other across an intervening discharge space to excite a laser gas and to generate a laser 
beam; 

a box for storing said laser oscillation means; and 

a recess portion arranged in said box for receiving ultraviolet rays generated by said laser 
oscillation means, and for reflecting said ultraviolet rays so that the reflected light passes through 
said discharge space between said pair of discharge electrodes. 



8-13. (Canceled) 



